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I feel tempted to talk about all these matters, but I do not have
the time to do so. I want you to make your full contribution to
the cause about which I shall speak today. All I mean is that it
is essential that women make their contribution to the developments
taking place in the country. This requires no knowledge of letters.
It is not true that, without such knowledge, one cannot take part
in national work. Women work in their homes well enough. I
have to work among farmers and weavers. We can inspire more
enthusiasm in them than in the educated classes. In the satya-
graha in Kheda district, if men worked, women helped as much.
Had they not done so, had they yielded to fear and held back the
men, where would we have been ?
The swadeshi vow, too, cannot be kept fully if women do not
help. Men alone will be able to do nothing in the matter. They
can have no control over the children; that is the women's sphere.
To look after children, to dress them, is the mother's duty and,
therefore, it is necessary that women should be fired with the spirit
of swadeshi. So long as that does not happen, men will not be in
a position to take the vow. Woman is the mistress of the home
and lives in royal style; if this does not change, what can man
do? Women's clothing costs more than men's.
India has to part with 60 crores of rupees [annually] to foreign
countries. Four crores are wasted in this manner on silk and the
remaining 56 crores on cotton fabrics. India has a population of
30 crores and this means that every person throws away, on an
average, Rs. 2/- [annually] over foreign cloth. Further, there
are three crores in India who get only one meal a day. Formerly,
our mothers and sisters used to spin in the homes and that helped
preserve India's self-respect and honour. That work is now taken
over by the mills. Outside the Bombay Presidency, women are now
observing the swadeshi vow. In Madras, Bengal and other parts,
cloth for women is made by Indian weavers. Here, however,
women generally use expensive foreign cloth.
It is men who are responsible for the idea that women must
have English cloth. It is they who tell women about such cloth
and suggest that it is good to wear. This has given the women
their wrong idea, but we must correct it now. We ought not to
allow our own art to perish, running after foreign art. All this
has had unhappy consequences and we must help India to get rid
of them. However bad the climate and soil of our country, we
do not run away from it. We should use cloth made in our country,
however coarse it may be. The eye will get used to it by and by.